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DECEMBER 2019 

Service & Activity Schedule 
 

Sat., November 30 – Vespers – 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., December 1 – (Fast) 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Everly & Thompson  
 
Fri., December 6 – Feast of St. Nicholas (Fast) 

Vesperal Liturgy – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat., December 7 – Vespers – 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., December 8 - (Fast) 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Fetcenko & Stine 

 
Sat., December 14  -Vespers – 5:00 p.m.  
Sun., December 15 - (Fast) 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m  
 Fellowship Hour – Ammerman & Brennish  

 
Sat. December 21 – Vespers – 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., December 22 – Sunday before Nativity (Fast) 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m  
 Fellowship Hour – Simerick & Demchak 
 
Tues., December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Compline with litya – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Wed., December 25 – Feast of Nativity 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m.  

 
Sat., December 28 – Vespers – 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., December 29 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m  
 Fellowship Hour - Fifth Sunday – Pot Luck 
 
Tues., December 31 – Feast of Circumcision 
Vesperal liturgy – 5:00 p.m.  followed by pot luck in 
church hall 

 
Please contact Judy Everly (814-237-7615) if there are 
changes with the Fellowship Hour. 

	
Reader (Rdr.) s:     Altar Servers: 
Rdr. Mark Ammerman  Acolyte John Blake 
Rdr. Tom Demchak      Ivan Switala 
Rdr. George Sura, Rdr. Andrew Tocimak  
 

Reader’s Schedule 
 
    Hours      Epistle 
 
12/1 Reader Tom   Reader Tom 
12/8 Reader Mark   Reader Mark 
12/15 Reader Tom   Reader Tom  
12/22 Reader Mark   Reader Mark 
12/29 Reader Tom  Reader Tom 
 

Notable Feasts in December 
 

12/6 Feast of St. Nicholas 
12/9 Conception of Theotokos by Righteous Anna 
12/13 Ven Herman of Alaska 
12/25 Feast of the Nativity 
12/31 Feast of the Circumcision 
 

Birthdays 
 
 Larry Ammerman December 4 

 
 



From the Desk of Father Michael 
 

 
 
 
 
Father Hopko in his book entitled The Winter Pascha explains that the canon of the Feast of the 

Nativity begins to be sung with the service commemorating the Feast of the Entrance of the Most Holy 
Theotokos into the Temple, which we commemorated on November 21.  With the Feast of St. Andrew, 
which is celebrated on November 30, the pre-feast hymns of Christmas begin to be sung.  The scriptural 
climax in the commemoration of the Feast of St. Andrew taken from the gospel of St. John, chapter 1, 
verses 35-41, tells of Jesus engaging St. John the Baptist’s disciples to come and see where He is staying.  
St. Andrew, after following Jesus and hearing Him, finds his brother, Peter, and says “We have found the 
Messiah.”   

 
“Come and see,” says Jesus, and St. Andrew, after following Christ, proclaims to his brother “We have 

found the Messiah.”  These two statements (“Come and see” and “We have found…”) pertain to the whole 
season of Advent which is the preparation for the Feast of the Nativity.  We are called by the holy Church 
to come and see with our spiritual eyes Him who from all eternity was promised—the Messiah, the Savior 
of the world. 

 
For the early apostles to be receptive to the fulfillment of the scriptural prophecies regarding the 

Messiah, they had to be desirous and diligently seeking Him, believing the scriptures that He could already 
be in their midst.  It goes without saying that the early apostles, therefore, had to be spiritually vibrant, 
devout followers of the divine commandments of Yahweh (the living God) and participants in the 
liturgical temple and synagogue worship services. 

 
During the Advent season, we are called to seek the incarnate Christ via the scriptures.  We are also 

called to remain faithful to the Lord’s precepts found in the Old and New Testaments, to participate in the 
liturgical/sacramental worship services, and to abide in personal prayer and fasting so that we might be 
found worthy to discover the Lord in our midst.  Once we have been made aware of Him through our 
spiritual senses, we are called to invite Him to come and abide in us that we might, like His mother, 
become temples of the living God. 

 
The Lord Jesus, over 2,000 years ago, came to abide with and in us but was rejected by us and in fact, 

found no place even to lay His head.  In preparation for the Feast of the Nativity, we are asked to make 
ourselves ready that when He comes to us as the result of our Advent effort and Nativity commemoration, 
He might make His abode with us.  May our Lord strengthen us that we might take full advantage of the 
holy Advent season so that the Feast of the Nativity might afford us all its spiritual rewards. 

 
 

	
	

Prior to the feast of Pascha, several Sundays offer themes for contemplation that help in our 
preparation for the celebration of the resurrection of Christ.  The feast of the Nativity, termed by Fr. 
Alexander Schmemann the Winter Pascha, is no exception.  Several Sundays help us to focus our thoughts 
that we might in a more encompassing way embrace the full reality of the Incarnation.  The Sunday of the 
Holy Fathers, two Sundays before the celebration of the Nativity, helps us reflect on the elaborate 
preparation for our salvation by God throughout the centuries.  Holy men and women acted as His 
instruments in preparing humankind for this most miraculous event—His birth. 
  

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS – DECEMBER 15 

THE FEAST OF ST. ANDREW AND ITS CONNECTION  
TO ADVENT – November 30 



 
The following information is taken from the book “The Winter Pascha” written by Fr. Thomas Hopko: 
 
“Two Sundays before the celebration of Christmas, the Orthodox Church rejoices in the festival of the 

holy forefathers of the Old Covenant, including those who came before the giving of the Law. They 
foretold the coming of the Messiah and are redeemed by His saving Pascha.  

 
The songs of the liturgical services of the day sing of Noah, Samson, Barak, Jepthah, Nathan, Eleazar, 

Josiah, Job, Samuel, David, and his son Solomon, Elijah and all the prophets, including once again Daniel 
and the three holy children.  It sings also of the holy women made “strong in the days of old by the might 
of Your strength, O Lord:  Hannah, Judith and Deborah; Hulda, Jael, Esther and Sarah; Miriam the sister 
of Moses; Rachel, Rebecca and Ruth, the noble-minded ones.”   It sings, in a word, of all of the righteous 
of the Old Covenant times, men and women, Hebrews and non-Hebrews, who found life in God and so, as 
the epistle reading of the day proclaims and as the Church believes, “will appear with Him in glory” when 
“Christ who is our life appears” (Col 3:4).  

 
The life of the righteous fathers and mothers of ancient days, like that of all God’s saints, is Christ.  

God’s holy people live for Him alone, for the living God and for His Word. Their reason for being is to 
praise God, not only in words but in deeds, and so to live. 

 
There is a great difference between existing and living.  Many people exist. Very few really live. Only 

those who seek God have life.  Only those who delight in His commandments and rejoice in accomplishing 
His will pass beyond mere existence and actually find life. “Seek God, and your soul shall live” (Ps 69:32, 
LXX).  This is the cry of the psalmist David who is especially hymned on this Sunday and on the Sunday 
after Christmas.  His exhortation is in perfect harmony with the words of God given to Moses in His 
revelation of the divine Law.  

 
The holy forefathers and mothers, together with all their descendants, have chosen life. They find it in 

God’s Messiah, Jesus Christ, who is Life itself, God’s incarnate Word.  The celebration of the Winter 
Pascha is a celebration of Life in God’s Word.  For “Christ who is our life” has already appeared (Col 3:4). 
We have “beheld His glory” (Jn 1:14).  Now that glory is hidden in the “form of a slave” (Phil 2:7), but it 
will be revealed at the end of the ages in power for those who “have loved his appearing” and “live in 
Him” (2 Tim 4:8; Col 2:6).” 

 
	
	
 
	

On the Sunday before the Feast of the Nativity the gospel reading, Matthew 1:1-25, has come to be 
known affectionately as the Gospel of the Begats.  It begins with the account of Abraham begetting Isaac, 
and Isaac begetting Jacob, etc. until the birth of Christ.  We are informed that there are 14 generations from 
Abraham to David; 14 generations from David to the captivity in Babylon; and 14 generations from 
Babylon to the birth of Christ.  It might appear superfluous to name some of the individuals that represent 
the 42 generations that lead to the birth of Christ.  However, the Church has a very definite purpose in 
bringing to our attention that real people known by names make up the generations of Christ’s ancestors. 

 
In the early Christian centuries, those preparing to embrace the Christian faith found it difficult to accept 

the reality of Christ’s humanity.  We believe that Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, is perfect God and 
perfect man.  Many falsely believed that Jesus’ humanity would simply be overshadowed by His divinity.  
The defenders of the faith demonstrated via the Scriptures that Christ’s perfect humanity was imperative in 
fulfilling the salvation plan of God.  In Galatians chapter 3, verse 16, Saint Paul demonstrates that the promise 
made to Abraham about the future of his posterity was clearly made concerning Christ, since the word “seed” 
in the text is singular and not plural.  Thus, Jesus is the true descendant of Abraham as promised by God.  The 
beauty of Christ’s birth reveals God’s great condescension.  The Savior from a long line of human ancestry 
that culminates in the Virgin Mary assumes His human nature from her, His earthly mother.  The coming of 
the Savior was promised throughout the Old Testamental prophecies.  He was to be of the lineage of David 

SUNDAY OF THE ANCESTORS 
SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY - DECEMBER 22 



and where and how He was to be born was also made a matter of scriptural record; i.e., Micah 5:2-4, Isaiah 
7:10-16, 8:1-4 and 8:9-10. 

 
The Lord’s genealogy read on this Sunday demonstrates that His ancestral lineage that led to the 

formation of His humanity was made up of a tapestry of both law-abiding and law-breaking individuals.  
Jesus did not choose a perfect human line from which to form His humanity, but one sordid and marred 
like the humanity that encompasses all of us.  This demonstrates God’s great love for us, that He became 
one of us in the depths of our lowliness that He might raise us to the heights of heaven. 

 
Our holy Church calls Jesus the New Adam who comes into the world to save us from within.  He 

assumes our fallen nature and raises it up so that once more we might commune with our Creator and 
through Christ the God-Man know Him as our father.  Those who suffer the sin of believing that they are 
of no self-worth simply do not understand the essence of the Feast of Our Lord’s Birth.  How can any of us 
feel worthless when our God demonstrates His abundant love for us by becoming one of us in order to 
save us?  May the celebration of the true reality of the Feast of the Nativity make us aware of what the 
Lord has accomplished for us that we might ultimately inherit eternal	life.	

 
 
  
 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him! On Christmas day we Orthodox Christians celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Our celebration differs from that of many around us including some that 
profess to be Christian.  The joy of this feast becomes evident to us as we enter into the mystery of this 
eternal event commemorating the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through diligent sober 
preparation for this awesome feast during the season of Advent.  The gilt and glitter that shines forth from 
homes, businesses, and public buildings, which in the past was to represent the glorious light shining forth 
from the cave due to the birth of the Christ child, now has become an end in itself.  The illuminated 
decorations no longer for many represent the light of Christ, but simply titillate the senses in a celebration 
devoid of a belief in the incarnate Savior. 

 
The lights of Christmas have come to represent the light of this world and not the uncreated light of the 

world to come made evident to us by this feast of the Nativity.  Gift giving, singing, and merrymaking 
have become distorted regarding this feast because it has been divorced from its proper celebration that 
must take place in the midst of a community of believers (the Church). 
 

The joy we are called to experience as Orthodox Christians during this holy season is not a frivolous 
fleeting joy based on a false celebration utilizing distorted traditions.  This joy is an eternal joy that can 
only be made evident to those who have prepared themselves by fasting, prayer, almsgiving, and 
liturgical/sacramental participation during the whole season of Advent.  Through this preparation, we 
come to know truly our human condition, the depths to which we have fallen, and the heights to which we 
have been raised through the birth of the God-man, Jesus Christ. 

 
May the true light of this feast shine in our hearts and minds during this season and throughout the 

New Year.  May the real gift of this eternal celebration continue to bring us joy in this life as we prepare to 
enter into the celestial joy in the world to come.  May our Lord and Savior empower us through the Holy 
Spirit that our life and work might bring others to an understanding of the true joy that emanates from this 
feast for those who believe.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 In	Christ,	

 
      
 
       Father Michael 
 

CHRISTMAS LETTER TO PARISH MEMBERS 
ON THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY 



 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  On Sunday, September 29 at our semi-annual parish meeting all voted in 
favor, with one exception, to adopt the resolution to put our parish on a course to fulfill the Lord’s 
mandate and our national Church endorsement that a tithe of ten percent of one’s net income be our 
financial responsibility to God via our church.   
 
The tithing program will be incrementally implemented over a three-year period beginning this 
January 2020.  Thus, the first incremental step beginning in January would require our financial 
obligation to be 3 percent of our net income.  For example, 3 cents of every net income dollar would 
constitute our main contribution to be paid.  Next year, in 2021, our financial obligation would 
increase to 6 percent of our net income.  In the third year, 2022, our financial contribution would 
be an additional 4 percent, bringing our parish on line fulfilling our tithing commitment to God at ten 
percent or 10 cents of every net income dollar.  
 
I believe everyone would agree that 10 cents of every net dollar we earn given to God is but a small 
sacrifice on our part, in comparison to what God has done and continues to do for us. 
 
At the end of December a pledge card will be available at the candle stand to provide everyone an 
opportunity to indicate the 3 percent of their net income contribution amount.  May God bless all who 
love the Lord and who make every effort to accomplish His will. 
 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
HELP FOR THE NEEDY 
 
On Sundays, December 8 and December 15, a special collection will be taken to provide food items for the 
needy for the Christmas holiday.  With the monies collected, gift cards from Weis Market will be 
purchased in $50 increments, and the gift cards will be distributed in the following way:  If anyone 
requests assistance to the parish directly, gift cards will be given to them.  Any gift cards left over will be 
given to either the community food bank or other charitable organizations in the community.  Those in 
charge of gift card distribution to the community will be Judy Everly, Bonnie Fetcenko, and Karen Stine.  
May God bless you in advance for your generosity in helping make this program a success. 
 
FEAST OF CIRCUMCISION.  On Tuesday, December 31, a vesperal divine liturgy will be celebrated at 
5:00 p.m.  Following the divine liturgy a pot luck dinner will be held in the parish hall with fun and games 
to be enjoyed by all.  Come and participate with your brothers and sisters not only in the Feast of the 
Circumcision but with God’s blessing a joyful beginning of the New Year. 
 
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES:  The adult education classes will continue periodically in the next 
few months.  These classes will encompass instruction on the sacraments and other pertinent subjects 
during the latter part of the agape fellowship on various Sundays in the church hall. 
 
Prayers for the Infirm—Please pray for the following infirm: 
 
Lawrence Ammerman, Joseph Demchak, Louise Demchak, RoseMarie Fetcenko, Mary Foster, Bertrand 
Olechnowicz, Dean and Eileen Simpson, Karen Steponick, Fr. Deacon Joseph Brousseau and Family. 

 
Every person is in need of intercessory prayers before God so that they might receive grace and 

spiritual healing and fortification that they might live their daily lives in full communion with God and 
with others.  Please include the following members in your prayers.  May God hear and respond to our 
prayers of intercession. 
 
  



 
 
Ammerman 

Blazosky Julie 
Brennish Sonya 

Everly Tom & Judy 
Fetcenko Mildred 

Thompson 
Holly & Quentin 
Dustin, Alexa & Asa Mae 

 Lawrence & MaryAnn 
  Larry 

Cardinal Elaine Fetcenko RoseMarie 
 Bonnie 

Tocimak Andrew 

 Mark & Jennifer Conkey John & MaryAnn Foster Mary Tocimak Mitch 
 Lilian  Andrew & Colleen Nolder Linda & Tom Whitehead Joanne 
 Vincent  Michael Posmoga Cynthia  
 Victor Christopher, Gabrielle, Holden   
Blackburn Karen Czar Helen Simerick 

Fr. Michael & Mat. Linda 
 

Blake John & Svetlana Demchak Joseph Stine Karen 
Gloria, Alexandra, Michael 

 

  Anastasia Demchak Tom & Rhonda Sura George  
  Elizabeth Donovan Doug & Shirley Switala Ivan  
 
 

 
 
 


