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Service & Activity Schedule 
 

Sat., October 5 – Vespers – 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., October 6 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Simerick & Demchak 
 
Sat., October 12 – Vespers – 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., October 13 – Fathers of 7th Ecumenical Council 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Fetcenko & Stine 

 
Sat., October 19  
Vespers – 5:00 p.m.  
Sun., October 20 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m  
 Fellowship Hour – Ammerman & Brennish 
 
Sat. October 26 – Vespers – 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., October 27 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Everly & Thompson 

 
 
Please contact Judy Everly (814-237-7615) if there are 
changes with the Fellowship Hour.  Cash donations go 
towards the purchase of coffee, cream, and sugar. 

	
Reader (Rdr.) s:     Altar Servers: 
Rdr. Mark Ammerman  Acolyte John Blake 
Rdr. Tom Demchak      Ivan Switala 
Rdr. George Sura, Rdr. Andrew Tocimak  
 

Reader’s Schedule 
 
    Hours      Epistle 
 
10/6 Reader Mark   Reader Mark 
10/13 Reader Mark   Reader Mark 
10/20 Reader Tom   Reader Tom  
10/27 Reader Mark   Reader Mark 
 

Notable Feasts in October 
 

10/1 Feast of the Protection of the Theotokos 
10/2 St. Andrew Fool for Christ 
10/6 Holy Apostle Thomas 
10/11 Holy Apostle Philip 
10/13 Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council 
10/18 Holy Apostle & Evangelist Luke 
10/23 Holy Apostle James, Brother of the Lord 
 

Birthdays 
 
 Victor Ammerman October 8 
 Rhonda Demchak October 10 
 Luke Sidorick October 13 
 Mary Foster October 15 
 Joe Bartko October 20 
 Jennifer Ammerman October 26 
 Linda Nolder October 30 
 Helen Czar Octobet 31 
 

Anniversaries 
 
Rdr. Mark & Jennifer Ammerman     October 6, 2007 
Mark & Julie Blazosky         October 15, 2005 
Larry & MaryAnn Ammerman          October 17, 1965 
 
 



From the Desk of Father Michael 
	
	
 

On October 1 we celebrate the Feast of the Protecting Veil of the Most Holy Mother of God.  A 
wonderful explanation of this feast taken from the book, Prologue from Ochrid by Bishop Nikolai 
Velimirovic is as follows: 

 
“The Church has always glorified the most holy Mother of God as the Protectress and Defender of the 

Christian people, entreating, by her intercession, God’s loving-kindness towards us sinners. The Mother of 
God’s aid has been clearly shown times without number, both to individuals and to peoples, both in peace 
and in war, both in monastic deserts and in crowded cities. The event that the Church commemorates and 
celebrates on October 1 proves this constant protection of the Christian people by the Mother of God.   

 
On October 1, 911, in the time of the Emperor Leo the Wise, there was an all-night vigil at the 

Blachernae church of the Mother of God in Constantinople. The church was crowded. St Andrew the Fool 
for Christ was standing at the back of the church with his disciple Epiphanius. At four o’clock in the 
morning, the most holy Mother of God appeared above the people with a veil spread over her outstretched 
hands, as though to protect them with this covering. She was clad in gold-encrusted purple and shone with 
an unspeakable radiance, surrounded by apostles, saints, martyrs and virgins.  

 
Seeing this vision, St Andrew gestured towards it and asked Epiphanius: ‘Do you see how the Queen 

and Lady of all is praying for the whole world?’ Epiphanius replied: ‘Yes, Father; I see it and stand in 
dread.’ As a result, this commemoration was instituted to remind us both of this event and of the Mother of 
God’s constant protection whenever we prayerfully seek that protection, that shelter, in distress.” 

 
On October 2, our holy Church commemorates St. Andrew the Fool for Christ.  It was St. Andrew who 

witnessed the marvelous apparition of the Mother of God explained above.  The following is an excerpt 
from the Prologue from Ochrid regarding his life: 

 
“By birth a Slav, he was bought as a slave by Theognostus, a rich man in Constantinople, in the time 

of the Emperor Leo the Wise, son of the Emperor Basil the Macedonian. Andrew was a handsome young 
man, both in body and soul. Theognostus took a fancy to him and allowed him to learn to read and write. 
Andrew prayed fervently to God and attended church services with great devotion, and, in obedience to a 
heavenly revelation, resolved on the pretext of folly for Christ’s sake. Once, when he went to the well for 
water, he cast off his clothes and cut them to pieces, feigning madness. Saddened by this, his owner 
Theognostus put him in chains and took him to the church of St Anastasia the Deliverer from Bonds, that 
prayers be read for him. But, as Andrew did not recover as far as his owner could see, he was freed as 
being sick in mind.  

 
Holy Andrew feigned madness all day and spent the nights in prayer. He lived without a roof over his 

head, spending the nights in the open and going about half-naked in a single, tattered garment and eating a 
little bread when kindly people shared theirs with him. Whatever he received, he gave away to beggars, 
and when he gave it to them, he would mock them to avoid their thanks, for holy Andrew looked only for 
the reward from God.  Therefore, great grace from God abode in him, and he was able to discern men’s 
secrets, see angels and demons, drive demons from men and turn men from sin. He had a most wonderful 
vision of Paradise and the exalted powers of heaven; he saw the Lord Christ on His throne of glory; he, 
with his disciple Epiphanius, saw the most holy Mother of God in the Blachernae church, sheltering the 
Christian people with her veil; he heard in heaven unspeakable words, which he dared not recount to men.  
After unprecedentedly harsh asceticism, he entered into rest and the eternal glory of his Lord in 911.” 

 
 
 
 
 

THE PROTECTION OF THE THEOTOKOS– OCTOBER 1 



 
 

 
 

The meaning of the Christian building, the Christian place set aside for worship, is well indicated by 
the various names that have been given to it.  In the first few centuries it was referred to as “the house of 
the church” or by its present name of “church” (ecclesia), because it has as its primary purpose the 
accommodation within itself of the Church—the assembly of the faithful convened by God.  For in the 
Christian religion it is really the assembly of the faithful that constitutes the temple of God.  Among the 
Greeks, by the fourth century, the name in use was “kirikon” meaning “the house belonging to the Lord.”  
This term designated Christ as the real owner of the house, just as Sunday, by its name “kiriaki” was 
designated as the day belonging to Him.  The name kirikon later found its way into the Germanic tongues 
(kirche, church), and thus the word church began to be applied to the assembly of the faithful.  When the 
Emperor Constantine made the possession of even larger buildings possible, the name given to the church 
building was ‘basilica.’ 
 

As is clearly seen, the early word in Greek “kirikon” meant the house belonging to the Lord.  Every 
church building must be consecrated by a bishop and in the act of consecration, the building is offered to 
God.  In one great act of love, it is given to God by all of those who labored for its construction.  This also 
holds true for the renovation and the maintenance of a church.  After a church’s consecration, it does not 
belong to any individual, not even to the body as a whole, but belongs to Christ.  All self-sacrifices, 
whether the time spent for planning, the energies and efforts expended in fund-raising projects, or personal 
monetary donations, become intrinsically a part of the temple. 
 

The act of giving in the Christian faith is a vital precept.  We are taught that when we give we receive 
more in abundance.  This is true likewise with the dedication, renovation, and maintenance of a church.  
When we give to the church, we give to Christ and we receive it back full of His presence through the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Just as our presence, our offerings, and our prayers become the Eucharist at 
the Divine Liturgy.   
 

When the body of the church meets in the holy designated place, Christ comes.  Providing and 
maintaining an adequate meeting place for worshipping God and making it as beautiful as possible is not 
only a necessary duty of the faithful but is one that they are obliged to perform.  To build, renovate, and 
maintain a temple for God’s glorification is the greatest endeavor in which a congregation can participate, 
because it creates a central meeting place which will potentially enable each and every individual in the 
church to work out his salvation. The following are excerpts from Father John Kronstadt’s book, The 
Spiritual Counsels of Father John Kronstadt, revealing the importance of the house of God: 
 

“The Church, through the ordering of the church building and her divine services, acts upon the whole 
man, educates him wholly: acts upon his sight, hearing, smelling, feeling, taste, imagining, mind and will, 
by the splendor of the images, and of the building in general, by the fragrance of the incense, by the 
veneration of the gospels, cross and images, by the singing, and by the reading of the scriptures. 
 

The source of every true joy, of all the true calm and peace of conscience, of cleansing, of spiritual and 
bodily healing, the source of spiritual power and boldness, flows in the church—theaters and other worldly 
distractions and consolations can never replace that which a true Christian receives in the church, where 
God himself comforts the souls of those who believe, and whose hearts are turned to him, as a mother 
comforts her child.  It is from the church, also, that our departed ones receive consolation and solace, 
cleansing from their sins, and forgiveness. 
 

Truly the church is heaven upon earth; for where the throne of God is, where the awesome sacraments 
are celebrated, where the angels serve together with men, ceaselessly glorifying the Almighty, there is 
truly heaven.  And so let us enter into the house of God, with the fear of God, with a pure heart, 
laying aside all vices and every worldly care, and let us stand in it with faith and reverence, with 
understanding attention, with love and peace in our hearts, so that we may come away renewed, as 

THE HOLY CHURCH, THE HOUSE OF GOD 



though made heavenly; so that we may live in the holiness natural to heaven, not binding ourselves 
by worldly desires and pleasures. 
 

In the church is accomplished the mystery of cleansing from sins.  Reverence, therefore, the place 
where your soul is cleansed from all impurity, where you are reconciled to God, and are endowed with the 
true life of the Spirit. 
 

How ardently we should love the house of God, how we should adorn it!  So do, indeed, all who 
recognize its value; and the Church prays for them, saying ‘Let us pray for them that, with faith, reverence, 
and fear of God, enter herein; and further, let us pray for them who bring forth the fruit of good works in 
this holy and venerable temple; and again, Hallow them that love the beauty of thine house; do thou by thy 
divine power exalt them unto glory.’ 
 

The adornment of holy things elevates our souls to God, and is therefore not merely not wrong, but 
positively holy and edifying, as also are sacred music, the fragrance of incense, the magnificence and 
splendor of the ornaments of the church building and its vessels.  All these, destined to glorify God and to 
arouse devout feelings, are not sinful, but holy.” 

 
 St. Nicholas Velimirovic writes the following with regard to our obedience to Christ’s holy Church: 
 

“Why must one obey the Church and not some man whose thinking is opposed to that of the Church, 
eminent or intellectually gifted though that man may be? Because the Church was founded by the Lord 
Jesus Christ and is guided by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. Also because “the Church” 
signifies the community of the saints, an orchard of choice, fruit-bearing trees. If a man remains opposed 
to the community of the saints, that means that he is unholy. Why, therefore, listen to him? ‘The Church is 
an enclosure’, says the wise Chrysostom. ‘If you are within, the wolf cannot enter, but if you stray outside, 
the wild beasts will get you ... Do not wander from the Church; there is nothing more impregnable than the 
Church. She is your hope and your salvation. She is higher than the heavens, firmer than rock, wider than 
the world; she never grows old, but is forever renewing her youth.’ ” 
 

May God strengthen and enlighten us that with the power of the Holy Spirit we might come to fully 
appreciate, reverence, and support the holy Church complex that affords us an opportunity for working out 
our salvation. 
 
 
	
 This prophecy of St. Nilus gives us insight into how the Holy Church, its leaders, and faithful 
shall fare in our day.  May God have mercxy on our souls. 
 

After the year 1900 toward the middle of the 20th century, the people of that time will become 
unrecognizable.  When the time for the advent of the Antichrist approaches, people’s minds will grow 
cloudy from carnal passions, and dishonor and lawlessness will grow stronger.  Then the world will 
change, and it will be impossible to distinguish men from women due to their shamelessness in dress and 
style of hair.  These people will be cruel and will be like wild animals because of temptations of the 
Antichrist.  There will be no respect for parents and elders, love will disappear. 

 
Christian pastors, bishops and priests will become vain men, completely failing to distinguish the right 

hand away from the left.  At that time the morals and traditions of Christians and of the Church will 
change.  People will abandon modesty, and dissipation will reign.  Falsehood and greed will attain great 
proportions, and woe to those who pile up treasures.  Lust, adultery, homosexuality, secret deeds, and 
murder will rule in society.  At that future time, due to those who perpetuate such great crimes and 
licentiousness, people will be deprived of the grace of the Holy Spirit which they received in Holy 
Baptism, and equally of remorse. 

 

A Prophecy of Athonite Monk St. Nilus the Myrrh-Streaming (16th century) 



The churches of God will be deprived of God-fearing and pious pastors, and woe to the Christians 
remaining in the world at that time; they will lack the opportunity of seeing the light of knowledge from 
anyone at all.  They will separate themselves out of the world in holy places of refuge in search of making 
lighter their spiritual sufferings, but everywhere they will meet obstacles and constraints.  And all this will 
result from the fact that the Antichrist wants to be lord over everything and become the ruler of the whole 
universe, and he will produce miracles and fantastic signs.  He will also give depraved wisdom to an 
unhappy man so that he will discover a way by which one man can carry on a conversation with another 
from one end of the earth to the other. 

 
At that time man will also fly through the air like birds and descend to the bottom of the sea like 

fishes.  And when they have achieved all this, these unhappy people will spend their lives in comfort 
without knowing, poor souls, that it is the deceit of the Antichrist.  And, the ungodly ones! - He will so 
complete science with vanity that it will go off the right path and lead people to lose faith in the existence 
of God in three persons. 

 
Then the All-Good God will see the downfall of the human race and will shorten the days for the sake 

of those few who are being saved, because the enemy wants to lead even the chosen into temptation, if that 
is possible.  Then the sword of chastisement will suddenly appear and kill the perverter and his servants. 
 

 
	
 

On October 11 we commemorate the holy Apostle Philip.  The following account of the life of the 
holy Apostle Philip is taken from “The Great Collection of the Lives of the Saints, Vol. II.”   
 

 The holy Apostle Philip was born in Caesarea of Palestine.  He was married and had four 
daughters who prophesied.  Later, he was chosen to be a deacon by the holy apostles and was ordained 
together with the holy protomartyr, the archdeacon Stephen.  He served the saints with much fervor and 
cared for the poor and the widows.  

 
After the slaying of Saint Stephen, there was a persecution against the Church at Jerusalem, and all 

were scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the twelve apostles.  Then Saint 
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ, and the people with one accord gave heed to 
those things which he spoke. He confirmed his preaching with numerous signs, healing every illness and 
compelling evil spirits to come out crying with a loud voice from the men possessed by them.  There was 
great joy in that city inasmuch as Philip healed not only the bodily infirmities but also the souls of those 
who received his preaching and believed in the true Messiah.   

 
Now there lived there a renowned wizard named Simon, who astonished the whole of Samaria with his 

sorcery and was regarded by all as a great wonder-worker.  When this man saw the miracles worked by the 
hands of Philip, which were greater than those he accomplished through his sorcery, and heard the saint’s 
proclamation of the kingdom of God and of the name of Jesus Christ, he also believed and was baptized 
with the others. 

 
Once, an angel of the Lord appeared to Philip and commanded him to arise and to go toward the south 

along the road from Jerusalem to Gaza.  While travelling, Philip saw a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of 
Candace, Queen of the Ethiopians, who had come to Jerusalem to worship.  He was returning to Gaza and 
sitting in his chariot, reading the books of the prophets.  This man the Apostle instructed in the faith which 
is in our Lord Jesus Christ, and he baptized him along the way. 

 
After he had baptized the eunuch, Philip was caught up by an angel and taken to Azotus, and passing 

through he preached the word of God in that region.  Then he went to Caesarea, where his house was, and 
he lived for a time there with his four virgin daughters who prophesied.  Later he returned to Jerusalem, 
was consecrated to the episcopacy by the holy apostles, and was sent to Tralles in Asia Minor to preach.  
There he worked numerous miracles and converted many to Christ, baptizing those who believed, and in 
deep old age he departed unto the Lord. 

THE HOLY APOSTLE PHILIP/SEVENTH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 



 
The excerpt on the Commemoration of the Seventh Ecumenical Council is taken from “The Prologue 

from Ochrid Vol. IV” by Bishop Nikolai Velimirovic. 
 
Commemoration of the Seventh Ecumenical Council 

 
 This Council was held in 787 in Nicaea, in the reign of the devout Empress Irene and her son 

Constantine, and in the time of Patriarch Tarasius.  This Council finally upheld the veneration of icons, 
expounding it from Holy Scripture, the witness of the holy fathers and the examples of miracles in 
connection with the holy icons.  Among other examples cited, the Cypriot bishop, Constantine, brought 
forward this one: A herdsman from the city of Constantia, driving his flock out to pasture one day, saw an 
icon of the Mother of God adorned with flowers by the devout.  ‘Why give so much honor to a rock?’, said 
the herdsman, obviously brought up in iconoclasm, and threw his iron stave at the icon, damaging the right 
eye of the Mother of God.  As soon as he had left that spot, he stumbled over the same stave and put out 
his own right eye.  Returned blinded to the city, he cried out tearfully that it was a punishment from the 
Mother of God. 

 
 This Council also decided that the relics of the martyrs be placed in the antimins (a cloth 

containing relics of the saints that is spread on the Holy Table for the celebration of the Liturgy).  Three 
hundred and sixty-seven fathers took part in the Council.  May the Lord have mercy on us and save us by 
their prayers	

 
 

 
On October 23 we commemorate the Holy Apostle James, the brother of the Lord.  The following 

information regarding the holy apostle is taken from the Prologue from Ochrid written by St. Nikolai: 
 
“The Holy Apostle James, the Lord's Brother -- He is called 'the Lord's brother' because he was the son 

of righteous Joseph, the betrothed of the most holy Mother of God.  When Joseph was dying, he shared out 
his goods among his sons and wanted to leave a share to the Lord Jesus, the Son of the most holy Virgin 
Mary, but his sons opposed this, not reckoning Jesus to be a brother of theirs. James, though, loved Jesus 
greatly and announced that he would include Him in his share, counting himself to be indeed brother to the 
Lord.  

 
James was, from the first, devoted to the Lord Jesus.  According to tradition, he went to Egypt with the 

most holy Virgin and Joseph when Herod tried to kill the new-born King. As soon as he heard Christ's 
teaching, he began to live by it. It is said that, during the whole of his life, he ate neither fat nor oil, but 
lived only on bread and water, and he was chaste to the end of his days. He often kept a vigil of prayer at 
night. The Lord included him among his Seventy apostles, appearing to him after His glorious 
Resurrection, as the Apostle Paul testifies (I Cor. 15:7). He was bishop in Jerusalem for thirty years, and 
governed the Church of God with zeal. On the Lord's instructions, he composed the first Liturgy, which 
was far too long for later Christians and was shortened by St. Basil and St. John Chrysostom. He brought 
many Jews and Greeks to the Christian faith, and even unbelieving Jews marveled at his justice, 
nicknaming him James the Just.  

 
When Ananias became High Priest, he decided, along with other of the Jewish elders, to kill James as 

a preacher of Christ. One day, at Easter, when many people were gathered in Jerusalem, the elders told him 
to climb up onto a roof and speak against Christ.  St. James climbed up there, and began to speak to the 
people about Christ as the Son of God and the true Messiah, and of His Resurrection and eternal glory in 
heaven. The infuriated priests and elders cast him down from the roof, and he was badly injured though 
still alive. A man then ran up and gave him such a vicious blow on the head that his brains spilled out. 
Thus this glorious apostle of Christ died a martyr's death and entered into the Kingdom of his Lord, James 
was sixty-three years old when he suffered for Christ.  

 
FOR CONSIDERATION  

THE HOLY APOSTLE JAMES 



God’s is the grace and ours is the toil. Let no-one, then, think that, as the holy apostles relied solely on 
the grace of God, it was easy for them; that they were able without effort to accomplish their great task in 
the world. Does not the Apostle Paul say: 'I subdue my body ... lest, when 1 have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway' (I Cor. 9:27)? And, in another place, does he not describe how he spent his 
life in perils, in weariness, in painfulness, in watchings, in hunger and thirst, in fastings, in cold, in 
nakedness' (II Cor. 11:26-27)? The holy Apostle James ate only bread, and very little of that; he slept very 
little, and spent his nights in prayer. He knelt so much in prayer that the skin of his knees became as hard 
as that on the knees of a camel. This brother of the Lord prayed with tears and sighs, not only for the 
Church that he governed but for the whole world.  Even when he was thrown down from the roof of the 
Temple by the wicked Jews and terribly injured, the holy Apostle did not for one moment forget his debt to 
God and man.  

 
Summoning his last strength, he pulled himself to his knees, stretched out his hands to heaven and 

prayed to God with all his heart, saying: 'Lord, forgive them this sin; they don't know what they are doing.' 
While he was thus praying, evil men began stoning him on all sides. Seeing this, one man cried out: 'Stop 
it; what are you doing? This just man is praying to God for you, and you’re killing him!', but that shout 
from a single goodly soul could not hold back the accustomed evil-doing of the butchers from slaying the 
saint of God.  

 
The apostles, then, did not just lean on grace but, alongside it and interwoven with it, invested almost 

superhuman efforts in showing themselves worthy of God's grace.”	
 
 
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL ORTHODOX CHURCH, IRVONA announces the 

celebration of its 100th anniversary.  Date of the celebration is Sunday, November 10, with a festal Divine 
Liturgy at 9:30 am presided by His Eminence Archbishop Melchisedek.  A banquet will be held in the 
church hall immediately following the Divine Liturgy.  There is no charge for the meal but free-will 
donations will be accepted to help offset anniversary expenses.  RSVP is requested by notifying Jacob 
Mandell, Parish Treasurer, 201 Weaver Street, Clearfield, PA  16830. 

 
ADULT EDUCATION:   An effort will be made beginning in October to conduct instructional 

classes on the sacraments and other pertinent subjects during the latter part of the agape fellowship on 
Sundays in the church hall. 
 
Prayers for the Infirm—Please pray for the following infirm: 
Lawrence Ammerman, Joseph Demchak, Louise Demchak, RoseMarie Fetcenko, Mary Foster, Bertrand 
Olechnowicz, Dean and Eileen Simpson, Karen Steponick, and Baby Asa Mae Thompson 

 
Every person is in need of intercessory prayers before God so that they might receive grace and 

spiritual healing and fortification that they might live their daily lives in full communion with God and 
with others.  Please include the following members in your prayers.  May God hear and respond to our 
prayers of intercession. 
 
 
Ammerman 

Blazosky Julie 
Brennish Sonya 

Everly Tom & Judy 
Fetcenko Mildred 

Thompson Holly 
Dustin, Alexa & Asa Mae 

 Lawrence & MaryAnn 
  Larry 

Cardinal Elaine Fetcenko RoseMarie 
 Bonnie 

Tocimak Andrew 

 Mark & Jennifer Conkey John & MaryAnn Foster Mary Tocimak Mitch 
 Lilian  Andrew & Colleen Nakles Richard Whitehead Joanne 
 Vincent  Michael Nolder Linda & Tom  
 Victor Christopher, Gabrielle, Holden Posmoga Cynthia  
Blackburn Karen Czar Helen Simerick 

Fr. Michael & Mat. Linda 
 

Blake John & Svetlana Demchak Joseph Stine Karen 
Gloria, Alexandra, Michael 

 

  Anastasia Demchak Tom & Rhonda Sura George  
  Elizabeth Donovan Doug & Shirley Switala Ivan  



 
 


