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FEBRUARY 2019 
 

Service & Activity Schedule 
Fri., February 1, 6:00 pm 
 Vesperal Liturgy Feast of Presentation of 
 Christ into the Temple (Meeting of Our Lord) 
Sat., February 2 – Feast day – Presentation of Christ 
 Into the Temple 
 Vespers @ 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. February 3 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Simerick & Thompson 
Sat., February 9 – Leavetaking of the Presentation 

Vespers @ 5:00 p.m. 
 
The following Sundays prepare us for Great Lent: 
 
Sun., February 10 – Zacchaeus Sunday 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Donovan & Everly 
 Annual Parish Meeting 
Sat., February 16 

Vespers @ 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., February 17 – Publican & Pharisee 
 Fast free week 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Ammerman & Conkey 
Sat., February 23 
 Vespers @ 5:00 p.m. 
Sun., February 24 – Prodigal Son 
 Hours @ 9:35 a.m. 
 Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Fellowship Hour – Fetcenko & Stine 

	
Readers:           Altar Servers: 
Mark Ammerman, John Conkey,       Acolyte John Blake 
Mike Conkey, Tom Demchak,         Ivan Switala 
Doug Donovan, George Sura, 
Andrew Tocimak 
 

Reader’s Schedule 
 
    Hours      Epistle 
 
2/3 Tom Demchak Tom Demchak 
2/10 John Conkey  John Conkey 
2/17 Doug Donovan Doug Donovan 
2/24 John Conkey  John Conkey 
 

Notable Feasts in February 
 

2/2 Feast of Presentation of Christ into the Temple 
 (Meeting of Our Lord) 
	

Birthdays 
Mary Ann Conkey  February 2 
George	Sura	 	 	 February	2	
Emily	Demchak	 	 February	4	
	
 
 
Please contact Shirley Donovan (814-360-3615) or Mary 
Ann Conkey (814-867-2926) if there are changes with 
the Fellowship Hour.  Cash donations go towards the 
purchase of coffee, cream, sugar, and donuts. 



From the Desk of Father Michael 
THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR  

JESUS CHRIST INTO THE TEMPLE (MEETING OF OUR LORD) 
 

This glorious feast is celebrated on Sat., February 2.  In commemoration of the feast, the Vesperal 
Divine Liturgy will be held on Friday, February 1 at 6:00 p.m. What began on November 15 in preparing 
us for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ ends with this feast of His 
presentation into the temple, which took place 40 days after His birth.  The continual reference to light 
and illumination by the fathers regarding this feast also clearly reveals its connection to the triad of feasts 
commemorated in December and January (Nativity, Circumcision, and Epiphany).  The following is the 
Gospel text of the Feast of the Presentation, with a commentary on the Gospel by Fr. Alexander 
Schmemann taken from the book, Celebration of Faith The Church Year, Vol. 2. 
 

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout... and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And inspired by the Spirit he came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of 
the law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy 
people Israel.” And his father and his mother marvelled at what was said about him; and Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword shall pierce through your own soul also), that 
thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:26-35)”  

 
“How striking and beautiful an image, the old man holding the child in his arms, and how strange are 

his words: “For my eyes have seen thy salvation...” Pondering these words we begin to appreciate the 
depth of this event and its relationship to us, to me, to our faith. Is anything in the world more joyful than 
an encounter, a “meeting” with someone you love? Truly, to live is to await, to look forward to the 
encounter. Isn’t Simeon’s transcendent and beautiful anticipation a symbol of this? Isn’t his long life a 
symbol of expectation, this elderly man who spends his whole life waiting for the light which illumines 
all and the joy which fills everything with itself? And how unexpected, how unspeakably good that the 
long-awaited light and joy comes to the elderly Simeon through a child! Imagine the old man’s trembling 
hands as he takes in his arms the forty-day-old infant so tenderly and carefully, his eyes gazing on the tiny 
being and filling with an outpouring of praise: “Now, You may let me depart in peace, for I have seen, I 
have held in my arms, I have embraced the very meaning of life.” Simeon waited. He waited his entire 
long life, and surely this means he pondered, he prayed, he deepened as he waited, so that in the end his 
whole life was one continuous “eve” of a joyful meeting.  
 

Isn’t it time that we ask ourselves, what am I waiting for? What does my heart keep reminding me 
about more and more insistently? Is this life of mine gradually being transformed into anticipation, as I 
look forward to encountering the essential? These are the questions the Meeting poses. Here, in this feast, 
human life is revealed as the surpassing beauty of a maturing soul, increasingly liberated, deepened and 
cleansed of all that is petty, meaningless and incidental. Even aging and demise, the earthly destiny we all 
share, are so simply and convincingly shown here to be growth and ascent toward that one moment when 
with all my heart, in the fullness of thanksgiving, I say: “let me now depart.” I have seen the light which 
permeates the world. I have seen the Child, who brings the world so much divine love and who gives 
himself to me. Nothing is feared, nothing is unknown, all is now peace, thanksgiving and love. This is 
what the Meeting of the Lord brings. It celebrates the soul meeting Love, meeting the one who gave me 
life and gave me strength to transfigure it into anticipation.” 
 

This wonderful commentary on the Feast of the Presentation was written by Father Alexander two 
weeks before he died. 
 

 
 



One unique element in the commemoration of this most enlightening feast is the tradition of the 
blessing of candles.  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, by His own admission calls Himself “the Light of the 
World.”  It is traditional at this feast to bless candles that we might be witnesses/bearers of the divine 
light that wherever these candles may be lit the darkness of this world might be dispelled.  May the light 
of Christ continue to pierce the darkness of this world until His second coming when all will be 
illuminated by His divine presence.  
 

In order to participate in this tradition appropriately, candles should be purchased in advance of the 
feast. The candles are to be placed on a table in the front of the church near the tetrapod. They will be 
blessed after the prayer before the amvon at the vesperal liturgy of February 1.  If needed, a second 
blessing of candles will take place at the end of the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, February 3.   
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 – ZACCHAEUS SUNDAY 
	

On Zacchaeus Sunday our Holy Church calls us to prepare for the season of Great Lent.  Already, 
five Sundays before we actually begin our Lenten pilgrimage to Pascha we are asked to contemplate our 
desire to make the journey.  The obstacles that prevent us from following the prescriptions set down by 
our Church for our salvation are many and varied.  Therefore, our Church, like a good mother, exhorts us 
to kindle our desire to make the Lenten journey that we might encounter the risen Lord. 
 

The central figure in the Gospel read on this Sunday—Zacchaeus—desired to see the Lord Jesus.  
Several obstacles could have prevented him from doing so, but because of his great desire, he did not 
permit them to stand in his way.  In the first place, he was a tax collector and often accused of being 
dishonest.  Just by fulfilling the provisions of the tax code, he often was found to deal inequitably with 
those being taxed.  Although he felt unworthy, he wanted to see Jesus. 

 
He was a man small in stature and he knew that physically he would not be able to see the Lord as 

He passed by.  So he improvised and climbed a tree to obtain a height advantage. 
 
Climbing the tree made him a spectacle to the other town folk.  He was a man with a high position 

and climbing the tree made him the subject of derision.  As mentioned earlier, none of these obstacles 
prevented him from obtaining his quest due to his desire.  He not only saw Jesus, but the Lord informed 
him that He would come to his home that day. 

 
What will be the obstacles to prevent us from preparing properly for Pascha during the Lenten 

season this year?  Will our desire, like that of Zacchaeus, permit us to overcome them that we might 
rejoice in the radiant feast of Pascha and even greater communion with our risen Lord?	
 

 
SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 17 – PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE 

 
Once again, on this second Sunday preparing us for the season of Great Lent, our holy mother, the 

Church, exhorts us to contemplate the virtue of humility.  To speak of humility in a nation that prides 
itself on bring proud would appear to be an absurdity yet humility is intrinsically linked to salvation. 
 

In our Lord’s attempts over the centuries to bring us to salvation it was necessary for His moral law to 
be made more evident to us as we tended toward oblivion through sin.  Our consciences (the law of God 
within us) had to be pricked, stimulated, and enlivened that we might not lose sight of the values and 
principles that truly make us human and distinguish us from all other things in creation.  Our freedom of 
will, which likewise makes us unique, can be utilized to choose life by obedience to the laws of God or 
death by disregarding their importance and affording us the opportunity to sin. 
 



Although the divine law was given us by God that we might know and live in accordance with His 
will, it was never meant to be understood as an end in itself.  It was definitely not meant to become an 
object of pride by those who would attempt to obey its letter meaning and miss unfortunately its spiritual 
intent.  For all laws are only a shadow of the reality that they represent.  All laws, including divine law, 
are vulnerable to manipulation and misinterpretation especially in a fallen world such as ours.  Therefore, 
it is imperative that a loving relationship with God, the author of the divine law, be cultivated if obedience 
to the law is to be effective. 

 
The Pharisee in the Gospel of this Sunday epitomizes those who seek the law as an end in itself and 

define their relationship to God simply in legal terms.  Obedience to the letter of the law, as they defined 
it, justified their relationship with God.  Disobedience to the law, as they defined it, made one unworthy 
of a relationship with God.   

 
The Publican knew only too well how laws could be manipulated for unscrupulous purposes, for he 

frequently used law to extort revenue inequitably.  He came to realize that if the law was the only measure 
of salvation, no one could be justified.  No one could refrain ultimately from breaking the law in one form 
or another.  He came to the temple, therefore, to seek God’s mercy and not His justice.  St. Isaac the 
Syrian wrote “Never say that God is just.  If He were just, we would all be in hell.”  Rely, therefore, on 
His injustice that is mercy, love, and forgiveness. 
 

Those who would flaunt their observance to the law and define their relationship to God in legalistic 
terms become swelled with self-pride and fail to establish a proper relationship with God and their fellow 
man.  They harbor a superior attitude that justifies in their minds the exclusion of others.  Bishop Bloom 
in his book “Meditations” relates to us a poem that emphasizes this point:   
 

“We are the sweet, selected few, All others may be damned;  
There’s still room in Hell for you, We don’t want our Heaven crammed!” 

 
Let us humbly seek forgiveness of our Lord and each other that love might be the basis of a 

relationship with Him and one another. 
 

FAST FREE WEEK 
 

Following the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, February 17, the week days from February 18 
through February 22 are fast free.  In the Gospel of the Sunday of February 17 the Pharisee used as one of 
his justifications of being righteous the fact that he fasts twice a week.  In order to demonstrate our not 
being pharisaic, as indicated above, the days following the 17th are fast free. 
 

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 – PRODIGAL SON 

 
Once again we find ourselves preparing for the season of Great Lent.  These preparatory Sundays 

which precede the six-week Lenten period are given to us by our mother Church as fine pearls.  Their 
wealth and beauty can only be of benefit if we allow their wisdom to become the center of our focus 
during the whole period of our lenten effort.  One of the most prolific writers of our time is the late Father 
Alexander Schmemann.  In his book “The Celebration of Faith,” he helps us to permeate the depths of 
spiritual meaning of the scriptural parable regarding the prodigal son.  The following is his commentary: 
 

“This parable is read in church as believers are beginning to prepare themselves for Great Lent, the 
time of repentance. And perhaps nowhere else in the gospels is the essence of repentance better revealed. 
The prodigal son left home and went into ‘a far country,’ and it is this ‘far country,’ this foreign land 
which shows us the deepest essence also of our own life, of our own condition. Only if we have 
understood this can we begin the return to authentic life. The person who has never felt this distance, even 
once in his life, who has never felt himself to be in a spiritual wasteland, separated, exiled, can never 
understand the meaning of Christianity.  
 



A person who is totally ‘at home’ in this world, who has never experienced longing for a different 
reality, cannot comprehend remorse and repentance. These are not simply the formal enumeration of 
one’s shortcomings, mistakes and even crimes. No, remorse and repentance are born from an experience 
of alienation from God and from joy in communion with Him. It is relatively easy to admit my mistakes 
and shortcomings, but how much more difficult it is suddenly to realize that I have broken, betrayed and 
lost my spiritual beauty, that I am such a long way from my true home, from my true life; that something 
in the very fabric of my own life, something priceless, pure and beautiful has been destroyed and torn 
apart. But this realization is precisely repentance, and therefore necessarily involves a deep desire to go 
back, to return, once again to find the lost home.  
 

All at once I begin to perceive that my heavenly Father has given me a treasure-chest of priceless 
gifts: first, life itself and the possibility of genuinely enjoying it, which means that I can transform it into 
meaning, love, knowledge. And secondly, He has given me a new life through his Son Jesus Christ; He 
has shown me his eternal Kingdom, joy and peace in the Holy Spirit. I was given the knowledge of God 
and in this knowledge I was given power to become a free and loving child of God. I lost all of this, I 
repudiated all of this, not only through particular ‘sins’ and ‘transgressions,’ but through the sin of sins: 
by going away into a ‘far country,’ by choosing a foreign land, separation, withdrawal...  
 

But the prodigal son remembered. He remembered the Father, the Father’s house, and the lost joy of 
life. He arose and returned, and the Father accepted and forgave him. During these preparatory Sundays 
before Lent we sing in church the verses of Psalm 137: ‘By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, 
when we remembered Zion...’ We sing this song of exile and alienation, but also of repentance, love and 
return. If we would only break through the pettiness of life to the memory of heart and soul which 
recognizes that this is not our real life, that this is not how we really live. Through a mysterious and 
hidden memory, heart and soul know and remember the lost home of the Father and the lost joy of life.  
 

‘I will arise and go...’ How simple and how difficult. But it is upon these words alone that everything 
else depends, both in my own life and in the life of the world around me. Everything depends on authentic 
repentance, on this illumination of mind, heart and soul recognizing at once both the darkness, bitterness 
and sorrow of our fallen life, and the light of divine love, waiting to fill that life at any moment.” 
	
 
 


